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will ensure un adequate supply of electrieal
enrrent for industrial purposes.

Of course, “industrial purposes” would in-
elude agriculture, and when that happens, T
shall' indeed be pleased not only with the
previous Minister for Railways, now the
Premmier, but with his successor who is
equally sympathetic and considerate in re-
gard to these extensions. When the exten-
sions are made, a new era will open up for
the outer suburban aveas. Without this
cheap means of raising water for use on
growing erops, our position will become
worse. 1 thank the Minister for this added
assurance. I hope that everything which
has been suggested will be effected, and that
the advantages of electricity will be avail-
able in these distriets.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) [102]: I
move—

That the debate he adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

(that
put and passed:

the Address-in-reply be
the Address

Question
adopted)
adopted.

BILLS (7)—FIRST READING.

1. State Government Insurance Office.

Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Employment}.

2. Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Employment},
3. Air Navigation.
Introduced by the Minister for Works,
4. Main Roads Act Amendment Aect,
1932, Amendment.
Introduced hy the Minister for Works.

5. Rural Relief Fund Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Watts.

G. Sales by Auection.
Introduced by Mr. Watts.

7. Lotteries (Control} Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver.

House adjourned at 10.1¢ p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Houn. J. J. Holmes (North) took and sub-
seribed the oath of allegiance to His Majesty
the King.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, leave
of absence for six consccutive sittings.
granted to Hon. E. H, Angelo (North) on
the ground of urgent private bnsiness.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the 19th August.

HON. C. G ELLIOTT (North-East)
[+.39]: In speaking to the Address-in-reply
I shall content myself with the chief matters
affecting my electorate—the mining industry
and the pastoral industry. The mining in-
dustry, which has been of wonderful value
to Western Auvstralia during the world de-
pression, is still expanding, and the pro-
duetion for last year showed a considerable
advance on that for the previons yvear. The
production from July 1935 to June 1936 was
769,029 fine ounces, equivalent to £6,713,027
in Australian curreney. From July 1936 to
June 1937 the production was 936,125 fine
ounces, representing £8,191,968. The in-
ercase for the year thus is 167,096 fine
ounces, or £1478141. It is highly satis-
factory also to note that the producing
mines are steadily increasing their ore ve-
serves by development work. At least three
mines that have been discovered since the
revival of the industry have been fully
equipped with {reatment plants, and are now
producing thousands of pounds worth of
gold monthly. Others are being developed
to the producing stage during the current
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vear. Among these are the gold mines of
Kalgoorlie, which are crecting a treatment
plant costing over £200,000 on the eastern
side of the Golden Mile. Again, the Big
Bell on the Murchison is erecting a won-
derful treatment plant, which will be in pro-
duction, I understand, in the course of a
couple of months. Spargo’s Reward MMine
is also erecting a treatment plant, and
should be in production during the coming
year. There are many other shows at an
interesting stage of development, and no
doubt in the near future they also will enter
the list of producers. 1 believe T do not
express undue optimism when I say that
the gold production for next year will like-
wise show a substantial inercase on the pro-
duction of the present year. One of the
most important questions in the goldmining
world is that of the stability of the price of
gold. This is not a question on which I will
presume to express an opinion; but it is
interesting to know that qualified authorities
in Great Britain and the United States of
America are of opinion that the price of
gold is not yet in jeopardy. The eminent
English banker, Sir Henry Strakosh, who
has also written books on currvency aund
monctary stability and has been a member
of the Financial Commitfee of the League
of Nations sinee 1920 and a member of the
Counci! of India sinee 1930, in a recent
article wrote:-—

To call the present price level inflationary,
with vast reserves of man power still unem-
ployed, is a gross misuse of words. To suggest
that a further moderate 10 to 20 per cent.
increase would involve the ruin of reeipients of
fixed incomes is a wild exaggeration, A Te-
duction in the price of gold, or in other words
an arbitrary increase in the purchasing power
of the eurrencies affected by such an enaet-
ment, would mean a sudden fall in the level
of eommodity prices, a loss of profit margina
for every industrial and trading enterprise, a
general loss of confidenee, and a deliberate
reversion, in faet, to the conditions which re-
sulted in the erisis of 1931,

To attempt to restrict output of newly
mined gold by the deflationary method of re-
ducing its price in terms of curreneies would
he to invite cconomic, social and politieal
catastrophe. Eifceted by auny single country,
without similar action by the rest, such a step
would involve renewed chaes in exchange rates,
seriously detrimental to international trade.
Taken univeraally, it would spell another
world-wide depression, n disastrous renewal
of business bankruptey and working class un-
employment, and the eneouragement of all the
subvergiva foreces which threaten the stahility
of the world on whieh not merelv gold pro-

duecrs and capitalists, but also the man in the
street depend for a livelihood and security.

That is from an English authority. I pro-
pose now to quote an Awmerican authority.
“The American Engineering and Mining
Journal” in an article headed “\Vhat Price
Gold” states:—

Scepties have questioned the ability of the
United States of Americn to continue buying
gold and sterilising it. They have also asked
what eventually we are to do with it. TUn
doubtedly the wmal-digtribution of gold ard its
flow into the TUnited States of America are
nmatters of concern to our Government amd
othera. Eveutually some stabilising action will
be taken, but hardly without consultation and
accord between the (United States and Greut
RBritain, and possibly with other Governments.
Clonsidering the intrieate and time-consuming
nature of such an international agreement, a
miaterially lower price for gold does not seem
imminent at this stage of foreign exchange
develapment.

It would therefore appear that there is no
need for pessimism on the seore of the
present price of gold and its valuc te this
State. T now intend to refer to a body of
men who. 1 consider, are responsible for the
growth of our great goldmining industry—I
allude to the prospectors. The prospectors
in the early days blazed the tracks. They
were responsible for the finding and opening
up of all the known goldmining distriets in
this State, and they still have their plaee in
the scheme of things. It might be interest-
ing for members to know that since the re-
vival in mining, that is, since 1932, many
thousands of pounds have been spent in the
seientific search for new gold mines, but
without definite rvesults. Daring this same
period many important finds have been made
by the prospeetors. Among them are Cox’s
Find in the Laverton district, Spargo’s Re-
ward in the Coolgardie area, Yellowdine in
the Southern Cross distriet; the Comet at
Marhle Bar, and the Edjudina gold mine at
Yarri. Many of these finds have been taken
np hy mining companies, and have been
developed and equipped with treatment
plants. They are now producing high
wonthiy outputs. 'On these wines and at
others which I have not mentioned, develop-
wmental work has been done, and they have
bheen brought to the produeing stage. All
this goes to prove the value of the genuine
prospector to this State. It also makes elear
the necessity for the encouragement of these
men, and the need for giving them a measure
of assistance where it is warranted. Forms
of assistance definitely dne to the prospee-
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tors are a reduction in lease rents te bona
fide prospectors, cheaper treatment of tail-
ings by the State Batteries Department, a
Teversion to the former scale of rchate on
wartage charges, and the deduetion of the
wctual moisture contents of ore.crushed hy
prospectors, 1n past years Gd. per ton per
mile was allowed prospectors in connection
with their eartage charges. Sinee February
of the present year a most complicated seale
has been brought into operation by the State
Butteries Department. The amount has been
increased trom Gd. per ton to 9d. per ton,
but to counteract this apparent generosity
1s. 6d, per dwt, is deducted from gold pro-
duced up to a masimum of 12s. 6d. This,
T consider te hbe an impeosition which is abso-
Tutely unjust and, I venture to suggest,
probably illegal. In connection with the
deduction of moisture, on a parcel, say, of
160 ton= of ore heing treated at the Stafe
Bafterics, the Battery deducts 10 tons for
moisture. That is to say, the prospector is
paid for only €0 tons of tailings, but the
department does not forzet to charge for the
treatment of 10 tons deducted. They charge
for the whole 100 tons treated. There is
no reazon why the aetual moisture eould not
be arvived af, and the prospector paid
accordingly. It is only a matter of taking
a sample ot the ore when it is arriving at the
batt‘m"\', weighing it, then oxidising the mois-
ture, and weighing it again, and the differ-
cnce betweep is the aetual moisture. That
system 5 at present in operation in connee-
tion with the treatment of thousands of tons
of tiibute ore on the Golden Mile. It is a
simple operation. and I am quite sure no
objection could he raised to the State Bat-
teries putting the same system into opera-
tion in counnection with the treatment of
prospeetors’ ore. The prospectors ave en-
gaged in searching for new fields, and it is
to them that we have to look for the con-
tinuanee of the mining industry, It is to
them that we have to look for the finding of
new mines to take the place of the older
mines which are becoming oxhaunsted.  Thus
they should receive every consideration it is
possible to give them, for their finds are our
prosperity. T desire now to say a few words
regarding compensation. Every session since
T bave entered Parliament I have requested
that more adequate eompensation he given
to those who ave suffering as a result of
their work in the mining industry. It is said
that constant dripping will wear away a
stone, and T am very pleased to state that
an advance has been made in eonneetion with
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this partieular matter. During the present
year the No. 2 Schedule of the Mine Work-
ers’ Relief Act was amended by g regulation
to provide that a man on exhausting his
£750 compensation from the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet will now draw from the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, £1 per weck
for his wife, in addition to the £1 5s. a
week he already veceives; that is, £2 5s.
per week for himself and his  wife.
Although this is an improvement, it is
nothing to boast abont, because the amount
15 not sufficient to keep two people
on the goldfields, particulariy when one of
them is a man needing special nourishment
on acconnt of his eondition. Still less ade-
fuale even is the amount of £1 5s. per week
allowed under this Sehedule to a single man,
particularly in view of the fuet that most
single men have vsually ne home, and have
to pay rent or board. Where they are to get
this vent and board and money te pay for
clothing when they receive only 25s. a week,
is a mystery, This iz a matter calling for
the immediate attention of the Department
in controi.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
charge
State?

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT: There are three
parties eoneerned. The mine owners pay 9d.
a week for each employee, the employees
each pav 9d., and the Treasurer pays a simi-
lar amount.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 refer to fhe addi-
tional amonnt you think should be provided.
Do you think that should come from the
State or from the mines?

Hon. C. (i, ELLTOTT: 1f the hon. mem-
ber will wait for just a moment, I will ex-
plain. With the gold profits tax—a measure
suppo<edly brought in for the purpose of
providing further tunds for relief of indns-
trial disease—returning £85,090 to revenue
this vear in addition to the other funds avail-
able for the purpose, there ean be no elaimn
that lack of funds prevents adequate pay-
ments being made to men suffering from
silivosis. Tho<e funds inelude money held by
the  State  TInsurance Office  under the
Workers’ Compensation Act, and that fund,
T understand from the Aunditor-General's re-
port, amounts fo about €250,006, notwith-
standing that £145.000 has been paid into
the revenue. The Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund to January 31st, 1937, shows an ex-
cess of income over expenditure since its in-
ceptian amounting to £92135 9s. 1d. So it

Do you think that
should be upon the revenue of the
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can bo seen that there is money available and
steadily acenmolating to meet any possible
demaud for the payment of adequate com-
pensation. 1 desive now Lo speak briefly
about the | astoral industry, chiefly in my
electorate, ! ast session a measure was
passed to amend the Land Act, 1933-34, by
making provision for rvelief from pavment
of rent by pastoralists situated in drought-
stricken arcas. The amendment was unani-
mously approved, and T am quite sure Par-
liament intended that, owing to the revere
drought conditions that had prevailed over
the pastoral aveas during the previous five
vears and the consequent loss of stock suf-
fered by pastoralists, the fullest measure of
relief should be givep. We find, however,
that it has not heen given. 1n my clectorate,
where loss of stock has been very severe,
some lessees have been refused this relief,
while others have heen successful to the ex-
tent of obtaining only about 25 per cent, re-
duction of rent, which 15 quite out of pro-
portion to their needs. The pastoralists of
this State are a body of valuable citizens:
they are people who meet their frials with
very little complaint. They seldom or never
sgek Government assistance. Seeing that
drought conditions made the amending legis-
laiion of Inst session neeessary, I consider
that the intentiou of Parliament should be
given full effeet. T hope that the hoard of
appraisers will act in accordance with the
expressed intention of Parliament i this
very important matter. T support the
motion,

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central} [5.51:
The Speech delivered to Parliament by his
Excellency, the Licut.-Governor. after re-
ferring to the Coronation festivities, pro-
ceeded to give fignres relating to the revenue
and expenditure for the financial vear ended
the 30th June last. To the uninitiated it
might appear that those figures were of no
consequence to members of this House, he-
cause they were addressed speeially to mem-
bhers of another place. T am aware that in
adopting this conrse the Speech merely fol-
lowed an old-established eustom, but T have
heen wondering whether there was any more
need to continue it than fo continue that
other ancient custom just abolished by this
House, namely the prohibition against ladies
wishing to occupv seats in the President’s
gallery. On the third day of this session, a
Supply Bill was introduced, seeking the ap-
proval of members of this Chamber for the
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expenditure of £2,500,000. Three minutes
sufficed to explain to members how, when
and in what maunner this money was to be
expended. Only one member of this Chan-
ber thought it worth while {o offer any cri-
ticism or suggestions on the Bill, and within
half an hour the necessary approval had
heen obtained enabling the Government to
wo ahead and spend the money—if it had
not already been spent—just as they thought
fit.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: The larger portiou of
it would have been spent.

Hou. K. H. H. HALL: The Auditor
General, who reports direct to Parliament
and is not under the domination of any par-
ticular Minister, has not yet heen able to
furnish members with his exhaustive and
critieal account of the financial operations
of the State to the 30th June last. Yet, in
spite of that, we are asked to approve of the
expenditure of £2,500,000. The present
Government are no different in this respeet
from their predecessors. That this question
of Parliamentary control over public funds
is exercising the minds of people who have
the welfare of the Parliamentary svstem at
heart is very evident. I intend to quote the
opinions of Mr, Ramsay Muir, President of
the National-Liheral Federation, Vnited
Kingdom, who said—

Tarliament does not and eannot perform the
work it is supposed to do. Omne reason is that
its procedure is eumbrous and inefficient, Par-
liamert does not really make laws. The Cah-
inet does that, Tt does mot control finance.
No single estimate has been veduced by the
House of Commons during the present eentury.
Parliament is so orgamised as to make mny
detailed criticism of cxpenditure almost im-
possible. Any challenge of the work of 2 de-
partment is usnally met by the brute voting
power of the Government majority, Juring
the last generation, to an extent never known
in the nineteenth ecentury, the Cahinet hasg -
seized control of all the functions of govern-
ment. In fruth, we live under a system of
party dietatorship. If democracy is to he
made real, if our svatem of government iz to
regain the eonfidence whiel it has lost, and if
it is to he made a fit instrument for the vast
work which lies before us, these defeets must-
he removed.

So not only in our own State but eertainly
in the Mother Couniry, and I dare say
throughout the Commonwealth also, the
same thoughi exists regarding om Parlia-
mentary institutions. It is therefore the
more necessary for these of us who prefer
this system of government to that of a die-
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tatorship jealously to guard the privileges
we enjoy. I beg leave to quote some re-
marks made by the Premier in a debate dur-
ing the present session. He said—
Everybody knows that the people represent-
ing Labour meet together at a trieunjal con-
ference to formulate the policy and platform
of the Labour Party. Then it becomes the job
of the Labour Government to give effect to
that policy. That is what we do.
It has been stated recently, and it was stated
in former vears, that the time devoted to the
Address-in-reply is time wasted. Tn view of
the utterance of the Premier a fow days
ago, I am entitled to ask whether all Parlia-
mentary dehate is not a waste of time. We
were told by the membher who moved the
motion for the adoption of the Address that
if certain members of this Chamber did not
see their way to alter their attitude to cer-
tain industrial measures rejected last session,
certain action would be taken. We have it
from the Premier that it is not the policy of
the Labour Ministry, and that it is not the
poliey of the Parliamentary Labour Party
that counts: it is the policy laid down every
three years by a Lahour conference. T can-
not see that we have anyv quarrel at all with
the Labour Government; the Premier made
the position quite clear. T am not aware
whether reporters are admitted to the
Labour eonferenee, but a resume is pub-
lished of the decisions arrived at, and
sarely nobady is in doubt as to the policy
of the Labour Party.

Hon. G. Fraser: Neither are the public
when they eleet the members who form the
Government of the country.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If we are not in
any doubt on that point, why express sar-
prise at the measures introduced to Parlia-
ment? As the Premier told us, the Gov-
ernment are pledged to bring down that
‘legislation, not hecause they consider it to
be in the best interests of the State, but
because the rank and file of the Labour
movement, at their triennial conference,
have said that it sbhall be introduced. Why
waste time in considering such legislation
in a Chamber in which the Labour Party
have a majority, even if it he a majority of
only one? Is it not to be taken as a natural
corollary that such legislation will pass the
Assembly as a matter of course, and then
be transmitted fo this Chamber? X
shall probably raise a storm of criticism by
stating that when such legislation arrives
here, it is considered by members who, de-
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spite what may be said to the confrary, are
tied to no politieal party and who are able
to exercise their free and independent judg-
neent. Though I often differ with the
opinions of such members, still there are
members of this Chamber that do not attend
the meetings of any political party, and if
we are fair, we must admit that those mem-
bers exercise their independent judgment,
based on a long experience of men and
affairs. Yet we were told by the member who
moved the adoption of the Address-in-reply
that if we did not alier our methods in this
Chamber, cfforts would be wmade in the
future, if they had not been made in the
past, to unseat us. That is only what we
might expect. Getting back to the statement
of the Premier, I am only repeating what
has often been said, that at the triennial
conference it was decided thaf the Legis-
lative Council was no longer necessary. I
am open to correction when I say that the
Labour platform provides for the abolition
of the Upper House. If it is a fact, I ask
why do not the Government set about the
task of abolishing this Chamber? If that
decision was not arrived at at the confer-
ence, we can understand its not being ecar-
ried into effect; but I have always been
under the impression that the Labour
Party stands for the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council. If they are consistent, why
de they not set aboub it, instead of allowing
one of their members to stand up in this
Chamber and threaten other members who
oppose the Government’s legislation? 1 can-
not say that I am one who has always op-
posed the Government’s industrial meas-
ures, I have voted for some, and T will do
so again. There are other members in this
Chamber hesides myself who do not wvote
at the hehest of any political party; they
exervcise their own and independent judg-
ment. I challenge the Government tn set
about putting into operation that plank of
their platform which was endorsed by the
triennial Labour conferenee which provides
for the abolition of this Chamber.

Hon. G. Fraser: You want another foot-
ball to kick.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: If the Premicr is
correct when he says that the Government
are there to carry out what has been deecided
by Beaufort-street, I wonder what he will
have to say to a letter I have here, and
which I intend to read, signed by 17 men,
all members of the Australian Workers'
Union. Tt is addressed to the secretary of



[24 Avaust, 1937.]

the AW.L,
reads—

During the last 15 political years the Treas-
ury benches have been oecupied by Labour for
12 years. Yet during the long period of
Labour Government 10,000 workers with their
30,000 dependants have reached the nadir of
economic damnation, What 2 commentary
upon Labour’s bhoast of superiority in the
handling of Stale finance. Mr, Kennafick, the
Labour Party campaign election director, in-
structed us in a pre-election pamphlet to this
effect:—*' A drastie change is necessary . . . .
To change conditions we must change the Gov-
ernment.’’ We thank Mr. Kennafick for this
instruction, and our conditions being worse
than ever before, we intend to follow his ad-
vice, It is useless to preach to us that Lab-
our’s poliey is always frustrated by the Upper
House, for we know that in Queensland, where
& uni-cameral system of government prevails,
the lot of workpeople is just as unhappy un-
der Mr. Porgan-Smith as in Western Australia.

Stirling-street, Perth, and

So that much for the Legislative Couneil of
this State being responsible for any of the
shortecomings of the Labour Government.
The Premier has told us that they are here
to carry out what is decided at the Labour
Conference, and I wonder what the Labour
Conference will have to say about this: It
is a letter of the 16th February to Mr.
.. . from the clerk in charge of the
relief department, Perth—

I have your letter of the 2nd inmst. in which
you point out that you have two children um-
der the age of 14 years. In determining the
rate of sustenance, it is necegsary to have re-
gard to the total income received into each
family, and in this ¢ennection it is noted that
you have two elder nrembers of the family
in employment. For thig reason it is felt that
you should be able to manage on the rate al-
lowed you.

On the 17th Februavy I received from the
same officer a letter reading as follows:—

I have your letter of the 11th inst. regard-
ing the case of Mr. , Geraldton. The
applieation lodged by Mr, has been ap-
proved for work at a gustenance rate of 14s.
per weck, but Mr.——— has protested that the
rate should be greater than this. My letter of
the 6th was designed to explain the rcason why
the rate was fixed at lds., and unless there
are any very special circumstances attached
to this case, T sce no reason to alter this de-
cision. When Mr. is employed on relief
works the following would be the family posi-
tion:—

£ s d
Husband'’s earnings (average) .. 213 0
Farnings of children .. . 117 0

Total .. £4 10 0
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You will appreciate that with an income ot

£4 10s. por weok, between six members of the
family, it is Qifficult to agree to an improve-
ment.
One can casily work that out—890s. divided
amongst six people represents 15s. eaeh per
week. I wonder what the Labour Confer-
enec would sav to that. A son of this man
aged about 18 was working in an offiecc at
Geraldton tor £1 a week and out of that he
was paying Js, or 4s. a week for his account-
aney studies. The gir] of the family was in
domestic employment, and more often out
of work than in it. On the 27th April I
had another letter from the same offieial
about the same case, reading :—

I have your letter of the 19th inst. regar-
ding the case of Mr, —. His request for
o review of the sustenance grant approved in
his favour is receiving attention, and I will
notify you when the action is completed.

On the 8th May I received the following
letter from the department:—

As a result of further consideration having

been extended to the ease of Mr, , it
hag Dbeen decided to increase the sustenance
rate from 14s. to 21s. per week. I am notify-
ing the local police of this decision, and in the
event of Mr. heing in employment un-
der the Covernment relief scheme, kindly let
me know, and T will arrange to notify the em-
ploying department to adjust his working
basis.
It took from the Gth February to the Sth
May to get for that man that to which Le
was entitled. Having dealt with the ques-
tion of unemployment as touched upon in
the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, I now come
to that cluss of man who ecalls for very
great sympathy from every section of the
commutnity—the “C” class individual. Just
why the Covernment have not beem able
to do more than they have done for this
class of person, 1 cannot understand. Be-
fore the member for Geraldton in another
place became the head of the Government,
and while he was a Minister of the Crown,
I introduced him in Geraldion to one of this
elass of men. The hon, gentleman said,
“Try and get him some light work some-
where,” bhut the private employer is gener-
aliy in competition with someone, and it is
not a fair thing to ask the private emplover
to find light jobs for people of this type.
Oniy last week there was a man of ihis
class before the court on a charge of hav-
ing attempted to commit suicide. This was
what the court was told:—

On the afternoon of Tth August the aecused
saw his wife, who had employment as a maid,
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and told her that the best thing he eould do
was to eml his life. Llater he walked down to
the river side at Peppermint Grove where he
took the poison.  To the magistrate he said
that he realised it was his duty to provide for
his family, buat becanse of his failure to secure
Permanent wark he considered lLimself only
a handicap. Therefore, suicide had seemed the
best wiy out. He had applied for sustenance,
but Lecause he was regarded as a “*C’’ class
man he was only entitled to rotions. As it
had been netessarvy for lim through sickness
to attend the Perth hospital twice a week, Ie
had not had mueh ehance to seek employment.

©Ouly a couple of weeks ago 2 man eame to
me in Geraldton. He was, unfortunately in
bis infanew, a sufferer from hip disease and
one leg was shovter than the other. He told
me he had heen in the metrepolitan area and,
very naturally, T asked him if he had got
into tounch with any member of Parlinment.
He veplied that he had, and mentioned the
names of two Labour members, who told him

that the best they eould do for him
was to get him into the OJd Men's
Home., This man, who is abont 23

years of age, said that he went there because
he was sturving. While there he took an
interest in the garden and, after having ro-
mained there for four or five months, he
concluded that if he was willing and able
to do a hit of work there, he could also do
something outside. [ do mot think this
man was a frain jumper, but he managed
to et lifts in motor ears and so found his
way to {ieraldton, and we have been suc-
cessful in linding light seasonal work for
him. What a siate of affairs. sending a
man of that age to the QOld Men's Home!
This kind of thing is stil! going on not-
withstanding the fact that an inercase in
the rate ot sustenance has been made from
7s. to 9s. weekly. Men are wandering
about the Btate in search of work to such
an extent that one municipality, Wagin,
took exeeption to men camping on the re-
creation ground in that town. In spite
of the enormous revenue that iz heing obh-
tained from the financial emergeney tax,
considerably more than it was ever antici-
pated would be raised, funds are not being
made available by the Government to re-
lieve the many people who are in distress.
The Juhilee Youth and Motherhood Appenl
resulted in a considerable sum of money
being raised and trnstees to administer the
fund were appointed. The trustees were
the Minister for Ewployvment, Sir Talbot
Hobbs, Mr. J. J. Poynton, Miss Holman
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and Mr. Somerville, The two last-named,
aecording to the *West JAustralian’ of
the 12th February, were absent from the
State and later Mr. Poynton wns also ab-
sent for a considerable period. So that
we had three of the trustees absent from
the State and the fund remains unadmin-
istered, while to-day we have unemployed
and untrained youths still in the commun-
ity. Mr, Thomson the other evening went
fully into this matter and I have no desire
unduly te detain the IHouse, The news-
papers are continually voicing the views of
people experienced on this ¢uestion, telling
us what has heen done in ather eountries.
Yet here nothing whatever has heen done.
The Superintendent of Technienl Eduea-
tion, Mv, .J. F. Lyneh, in the “West Ans-
tralian” of the 10th December, 1934, wrote—

This is onc of the most acute problems

whigh the commumity has to faee, and it ig one
that must be zolved as early as possible.

Yet nothing has been done. Here is an-
other gentleman whose words I shall quote.
I do not koow him, but I believe he is a
teacher and has a eonsiderable knowledge
of youth. In a letter published in the
““West Australian’’ on the 27th Fehrvuary
Tast, My. Hal MeKail said—

Tlhiere has been some trampet-blowing at a
Cypeationgl training?? class arvanged in the
daytime and unavailable to the bhest of thess
Jlads who uare, to save their self-respect and
morale, doing their best to earn their living
as easual labonrers. Buf of real aetion there
has been none, and the money lies untouched
while hopes of their dur place and the right
to a home life of their vwn recode into the
future.  Can one wonder if the literature of
those who teaech that tlhe destruction of the
present order will give them fhe opportunity
they desire, mects a ready reception! The
hoping that the situation will right itself (as
it is doing for the present goneration) is
dangeroug line to tuke,

At present there are lads of gowd ahility and
personality among these, not alttogether un-
employed, bul making un ungatisfaetory living
at unskilled or easual labour,  These shonld
have had the opportunity fer (raining by ap-
prenticeship. It could be given vven now in
one or two wava: (a) By a revision of the
appreaticeship eonditions providing that the
duration of the apprenticeship nnd wnot the
age should govern the wages; (h) Ly arrang-
ing, say, for the Boys' Emplayment League,
which is presumably the body wnst closely in
touch with yonth employment prohlems at pre-
sent, to naccrtain in what trades such irainees
couldl he absorbed, and to place these lads with
the cmplovers at the wage they are legally en-
titled to. The emnlover should them be reim-
bursed from the fund to the extent of the dif-
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ference betwen that wage and the value of the
lenrner as ke progrosses.  The majority of
lads suitable for such enrolment would learn
much moile guickly than apprentices of the
usnal age. in fact, T kanw of some who lave
been attending classes to fit themselves for
such positions.

I am vather puzzled by the Fact that the
Boys’ Employment Leugue, which has appar-
ently Leen «doing very naeful work for unem-
Doyed youth for several years, is, according
to a notice reccived by an organisation to which
I heclong, in serious sirsits {m money, while
money subseribed to heip those who are being
helped by the league, lies idle, I the fund is
to do the job surely it shounld do it; if the
league, then surely money should be made
available. Are we all mad?
1t would certainly seem so. I am sorry
that Mr. Bolton is away. He is engaged
in doing something in the interests of the
State. I know he has taken great interest
in the Boys’ Employment League. I, as a
noen-metropolitan  resident, wonder just
why thai leagne has been treated in the
way it has been by the Government and
also by the trustees of the Jubilee Youth
and Motherhood Appeal Fund. Most of the
trustees seem o have been away from the
State for a great part of the time. Those
people were not compelled to aecept their
appointment as trustees. [f they knew they
were going way, why did they not say =o
and let someone else do this most import-
ant work? The next matter dealt with in
the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech to which I
shall refer relates to mining. We have
just listened to Mr. Elliott on this subjeet,
and he is more au fait with the matter than
I am. Nevertheless, I always take the
opportunity to remind members that the
Central Provinee is the hest in the State,
and we have facts with whieh fo prove
that elaim.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: We have yvour word
for it.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If the hon. mem-
her likes, he can inform his mind from
official publications that will make it elear
to him that figures support my claim. The
Central Province includes Wiluna and Cne.
I hope that all of us will shortly visit Cue
as a delegation, headed by His Excellency
the Tieut.-Governor, for the purpose of
opening the Big Bell mine. I understand
the opening is to be celebrated in a right
royal manner. There is something that the
Government eould have done not for gold
mining, but in the interests of the first
mining field of the State. I cannot under-
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stand why the Government have not taken
the necessary acfion, beecause they would
certainly be ‘‘on a winner.’”’ When the
Minister for Works was at Northampton
a few months ago, he was requested to
instal a plant there for the treatment of
lead. If members have not visited North-
ampton, I would like them to go there be-
cause at this time of the year it is one
of the most pieturesque places in Western
Australia.  Lead is certainly not as vale-
able as gold, but that metal abounds in the
distriet, and there is a lot of copper as
well, If the Government could see their
way clear to provide a plant to enable lead
to be treated, at least 20 or 30 men conld
find employment in that direction and he
taken away from the road work that is
usually allotted to those in need of em-
ployinent. Under that system, married men
are sent all over the place, many of them
miles away from their homes, If that plant
were installed, quite a number of men
eould maoke a good living without much
expense to themselves, No costly equip-
ment is neeessary, At present there are
deposits all over the distriet and men so
cmployed wonld be able to deliver large
supplies of lead at the plant for treatment.

Hon. J. Cornell: Have you cver heard of
the Government smelters at Ravensthorpe?®

TTon. E. H. O. ITALL: Those works were
Jocated at the other end of the State. If
those works had heen erected in the Central
Provinee, they wounld be a going concern to-
day. Of course I do not say they would be
pavable at all times because no one knows
hetter than T how the price of lead Auetn-
ates.  The priee has been satisfactory for
somie time, and it would appear that it will
vontinue at a reasonable figure for quite a
while vet. Towever, the plant could not be
installed; the Government did not have the
T have yet another sug-
gostion to advanee from the Central Pro-
vinee, and I have a recognised authority in
support of my remarks. I refer teo Dr.
Herman, who was engaged by the State as
a Reyal Commissioner to inquire imto the
coal industry. In his rveport, he strongly re-
commenderdl that an investigation sheuld be
made of the known coal scams in the neigh-
bourheod of the Irwin River and estimated
that the opening up of a coal mine in that
jocality would save the Railway Depariment
from £30,000 to £40,000 annually in freight.
He alse said that it was quite within the
bounds of reasonable probability that some-
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where within an area of several hundred
square miles there might be found, by fur-
ther horing, a coal seam or seams compar-
able with the Collie deposits. Not at Irwin

River but at Eradu, which is 39-0dd miles
away on the Mullewa-Geraldion line, those
scams have been found as a vesuit of boring.
A company has becn formed at Geraldton,
without asking the Government for any
money—well, not as yet.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: That will come
Iater on.

“Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The company was
formed to prove the value of the
coal seams.  Verhaps, as Mr, Maefarlane,
with the perspieacity for which he ix noted,
has suggested, a request for assistance may
have to he made later. T hope the Govern-
ment by that time will have been able to raise
some money in order that they may contri-
bute towards the development of that under-
taking. If the Government will not find
money for such projects, who can be expected
to do so? Now we have the member for Ger-
aldton as Premier of the State, T and other
members representing the Central Province
will keep the matter in mind, and if we ean-
not do something it will certainly not be for
want of trying.

Hon. J. J. Holines: Never mind whether
it is right or wrong.

Hon. . L. H. HALL: I do not say that,
Dr. Herman has already pointed out the
saving that would acerue to the Government
if they were to open up the coal seams in
the neighbourhood of Geraldton.

Hon. A, Thomson: At any rate, they are
“worth testing out.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tn years gone by bor-
ing plants were sent out before general clee-
tions; and after the cleetions were over, the
plants were taken away.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That happened in
the bad old days. Next I ecome to the prob-
lem of the North-West. 1 read tha speech
delivered by Mr. Miles and I noted that he
had been to Queensland and had asecertained
that they arc doing things there that, with
a little assistanec from the Government, we
might be able to do in the same latitude in
the North-West. On looking up a speech I
delivered in this Chamber last year or the
year before, I was reminded that, although
T have not had the elose association with the
northern parts of the State that T wonuld like,
I spoke along much the same lines ax Mr.
Miles. I even went so far as to say-—I am
quite serions on this point, notwithstanding
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that T voled tor sercssion, voted against the
Financial Agreement and do not altogether
like the Federal Government—that I could
not sec any reason why we should adopt a
dog-in-the-manger attitude. With the State
Government so short of funds with which fo
rope with the requirements that are so essen-
tial in the south-wesiern corner of the State,
T fail to see how it is possible for us to do
justice to the huge territory we have in the
North. My, Miles stressed that  point
in his speech, and I hope we shall
continue to press the Government to take
action. The State Government do not appear
to be able to do anything in that part of the
State, so let us request the Federal Govern-
ment to take a hand in the work,

Hon. C. . Baxter: On the lines of the
experience of Darwin?

Hon. ¥. H, H. HALL: I knew that would
come, [ appreciate the fact that the Fed-
eral Governmen{ have perbaps not got very
much to zhow for the millions that have
heen spent in the Northern Territory. Never-
theless, let us endeavour to get something
done in the North. We are not doing anything
with that part of the State. Tf Federal money
is available for expenditure there, will not
the State reap a consequent benefit? That
may be a rather sellish point of view, but,
viewing it from higher mofives, I certainly
think it is essential that the eountry shonld
be opeued up and developed either by some
governing authority in Anstralia or perhaps
in eo-operation with English eapital. Next
I come to the question of roads. One can-
not vefer to roads without having in mind
motor traffiec. It is generally recognised, and
admitted, that for that form of traffic the
old macadamised road is useless. Mr. Piesse
told us that he had some contrivance in-
stailed in his car that prevented him from
travelling at a rate exceeding 40 miles an
hour. Tt is a pity we cannot compel every-
one to follow suif, but we cannot do so. In
the existing circumstances, we must provide
money so that np-to-date roads may be eon-
structed. I think Mr. Fraser must be given
the eredit for first mentioning in this House
the problem of the third party risk. The
Government can be justly blamed for not
having brought it in. Their failure to do
so has had very dreadful results. I do not
know what effeet it will have on me, bat T
am afraid that my old bus will have to stop
in the shed if I have to carry this risk. I
say that no person should be allowed on the
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road in a motor vehicle unless he is covered
by the third party insurance. T find that
in the metropolitan area there arve 16,208
motor ears, while in the country there are
16,121. In the metropolitan area there are
4,582 motor truecks, and in the counfry
12,44G; in the metropolitan area there are
241 buses, and in the country 93. As for
nmotor cycles, there are in the whole State
6,861. I suppose I shall get into trouble
with my National-Country Party friends
about this, but that does not matter, for we
have to say what we believe to be right.
Party or no party, it does not matter. I
think that when we go to the police station
to pay our license fees, if every license
holder in the State would take £2 along with
him, it would not be very mueh extra cost,
and there would then be no expense repre-
gented by officials running abeut all over
the eountry. If we had £2 from each of
the car owners it would represent £64,658.
Then if we had £2 for every ecity motor
truck it would represent £9,000, and, say,
£1 for each country truck, would give us
another £12,000, while metropolitan buses at
say, £5 each would return £1,205, and 93
country buses would return £279. From
3,861 motor cveles at £1 we would recenve
£06,861, making n grand total of £94,693.
In all that would give us an aggre-
gate of £84,000 odd. It is only a sng-
ge:tion that I make, but it could be done,
and I ask why has it not been done? Just
think of the results that have happened for
want of a properly established third-party
risk insuranee. Think of what happened
at Leighton Beach in the metronnlitan
area when an unfortunate man, Mr. Bride,
was killed in the presence of his wife and
two childven. I understand that the poor
unfortupate widow and her young children
are in receipt of assistance from the Child
Welfare Department. Notwithstanding that
the man who knocked down the vietim had
to pay a fine of £200, the Minister, when
appealled to waid that the fine had to zo
inte revenue. On previons oceasions I
have ecomplained about compassionate
allowaneces, but surely if ever there
was & case that warranted the grant-
ing of a compassionate allowanee it
j= the one to which T am referring.
Ts there no member of the House that eould
assist towards persuading the Government to
do the right thing by that unfortunate
witow? We have evory right to ask that
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question.  Only this afternoon a member
whom I hold in high esteem told me that
in his speech on the Address-in-reply he
intended to confine himself to things arising
in his own provinee, That is all right, but
we are here representing, not only our own
provinees, but also the State as a whole, and
so 1 do not intend to beg anybody’s pardon
Tor having referred to so pitiful a case.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Has nothing ¢l=c been
done for the assistanee of the widow?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:: No, nothing. The
next item in the Speech to which I would
allude is also a very big subject, one that
no doubt has oceasioned the Government a
great deal of thought; it is that of educa-
tion. I know that the position is very diffi-
cult, and the Edueation Vote very large, but
as I said last year I do not want to uiter a
word abont the thonsands of pounds spent
on that East Perth Girls’ School, although
if the Government are going to spend thous-
ands of pounds on these elaborate buildings
in the eity they must not be allowed to for-
get the country, Here is a letter I received
from the seeretary of the Parents and Citi-
zen's Association at Perenjori—

L have been instructed by this association
to draw your attention to the following in the

hope that semething will he speedily done to
cffect an improvement.

1. There are at present 39 ehildren on the
roll with the likelihood of that num-
ber heing inereased in the near future.

2. Beating accommodation for only 47
vxists, the remainder being only
allotted  boxes.  More desks are

urgently requirced.

3. The capacity of the room, 20 x 30 x 10,
is considered inadequate for the num-
ber of pupils attending. The sugges-
tion #a that a room of similar dimen-
sions be attoched, so that the younger
c¢hildren under the control of the
monitor could be taken separately
from the elder,

4. The sanitary convenicnces are far from
satisfactory, onlv one E.C, and n 4ft.
nrinal being provided for 81 male
pupils, TFurther, the nprights of the
sereen around the latter have rotted
away, and one scetion hag fallen
down, The 28 female pupils have onl¥
one E.C.

5, The feneing surrounding the school re-
serve is in a dilapidated condition,
numerons posts having rotted oat,
rendering the structure a useless mass
of tangled wire.

T think vou will agree that the foregoing
could quickly be reetified. T have already
sent a similar letter to the Fducation Depart-
ment.
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The Chief Secretary:
written?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: On the 31st May,
1937. I understand that tenders are being
called for some of the necessary repairs.
At a recent meeting of the Country
Women's Association & delegate produced a
photograph showing the conditions under
which children at a country school were re-
quired to work. It showed three children
sitting in cramped positions at a well-worn
desk, and did much to help the following
resolution to be carried nnanimously :—

That we appeal to the Minister for Educa-
tion to improve the deplorable state of eoun-
try school desks, especially in the upper
standarde, many children being compelled to
work in a cramped and unnatural position,

I remember when there was a party of two
or three Ministers and members of Parlia-
ment at Wiluna & year or so ago, we saw a
school the conditions of which were by neo
means satisfactory. But there was some
excuse up there, because of the sudden in-
flux of people. However, it is very different
in an old settled ¢entre like Perenjori, where
only the normal inerease in population has
taken place. Surely in such a district the
Eduecation Depariment could keep pace with
the normal inerease.

Hon. J. Cornell:
never grow old?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I suppose they do,
but it is a great disteiet. Al! that is needed
there is some more rain. We have the Pre-
mier, but unfortunately he cannot control
the seasons. It has been said by some people
that I was not in favour of bulk handling of
wheat, but I say that people should not run
away with the wrong impression. Of course
the farmers are entitled to the advantages
of bulk handling, but they know better
than I do what it means. It means that men
who have gained a livelihood handling
wheat on Fremantle and Geraldton wharves

When was that

Do the settlers there

for years past, have had their means
of livehhood taken from them. That 1s
what has happened, and how we are
going to meet the position I do not

know. However, let me get back fo the
schools. Our Premier, who is the mem-
ber for Geraldion, has been away for some
time, and it is only right that the Chief
Secretary,—who never takes much notice of
what I say—should pass my remarks on to
the Premier. I have been asked to bring be-
fore members the lack of facilities at the
Geraldton High School in the mat-
ter of courses and subjects, equip-
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ment for teaching purposes, general
accommodation and  desks,  conveni-
ences for students such as  shelter
sheds, lockers and wash-rooms. In regard

to those matters, Geraldton is very much in-
ferior to Northam and Bunbury and Perth.
In other high school districts e¢hildren are able
to study subjeets, partienlarly secience sub-
jeeis, that are not provided at Geraldton.
Some members might query that, but I
should like to tell the House that we have
in the high school at Geraldton pupils who
have won scholarships as far north as
Broome, and as far south as Perenjori and
Dalwallinu, There may be some reason for
the absence of buildings—such as general
lack of funds—but surely the children from
the Murehison, the North-West and distriets
in the necighbourhood of Geraldton are en-
titled to the same courses as those available
to students at other large centres. Coming
to the lower classes, there are over 20¢ chil-
dren in the infants’ section, and they have
no wash hasins and a very poor playground.
The Parents and Citizens’ Assoeciation was
informed last year that certain items had
been placed on the urgent list. These in-
clude shelter sheds for boys and girls o re-
place the present dilapidated struetures,
washing facilities for upper and lower
classes, a bieycle rack and minor improve-
ments in paths and drains. To date no ex-
penditure has been authorised for t{hose
items. The fence around the school pro-
perty is in a disgraceful state, yet the item
is not on the urgent list. It is a paling
fence and a great deal of it is lving flat on
the ground, This sort of thing would pro-
vide work for some of the men who are at
present roaming aboni. The hospital fence
is in the same condition. Bevond the stone
wall at the back, there is a double gate op-
posite the residence of the Hon. J. M.
Drew. That portion of the fence is also on
the ground. If these things ran inte thon-
sands of pounds, one might understand why
they were neglected, but they are trifling
matters, although these dilapidations look
very had. During the year, the Government
eertainly spent £300 on venovations to build-
ings, repairs, and replacements of worn out
fittings. The grading of the ground also
cost ahout £25. It is said that self-help is
required.  The parents and citizens' associa-
tion have raised several hundred pounds in
the past few years for equipment, libraries,
sports material, ete-, and have ordered an
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apparatus for visual edneation eosting about
£30. In Geraldton, as a result of logal
effort, » home for girls was erected some
time ago, and a very fine institution it is.
The home was recently enlarged. Our ease
for the high school is that the Northam and
Bunhury high schools weve opened about
five years after the district high sehools
were established. In Geraldton we have a
high school in name. To a certain extent,
the curriculum is that whieh is in foree in
Northam and Bunbury, but the science
coursc ix definitely inferior. We have ne
high school building, so that the classes are
all held in the one building. Separate high
school -buildings were opened about five
vears after the district high schools were
cstablished in the other towns. Ad these
schools children who have won scholarships
aml those who are proeeeding to a seeondary
education are provided with a full secondary
course in modern langnages, physiecs,
chemistry and biology. Uood laboratories
and other facilities enable the children to
undertake their work wvnder comparatively
good conditions. Under the present ar-
rangements, children in the northern distriet
cannot be @iven those edunecafional facilities
that are available to children in the central
and southern distriets, despite the fact that
scholarship holders are obliged to attend the
Geraldton High Sehool. It was recently re-
ported to the Parents and Citizens’ Associa-
tion that a gentleman at Carnamah, a reeent
arrival, is keeping his two boxs at the Ban-
bury High School. When he found that hiz
boys could not take a science eourse at the
distriet higl school at Geraldton, he allowed
them to stay on at Bunbury.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: [t does not seem to be
any advantage having the Premier as mem-
ber for Geraldton.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Strange to say, [
was thinking that myself. Xf the honourable
member had waited a minnte or two, he
would have heen still more justified in mak-
ing that remark. I now wish to deal with
railway matiers. We talk about the Ednea-
tion Vote: that is nothing to be compared
with the Railway expenditure. Something
will have to be done ahout these matters
that T am now bringing forward. I refer te
them without heat. The waters round about
Shark Bay teem with fish, and large quan-
tities are unloaded at Geraldton for con-
samption in the metropolitan area. We fre
quently read of ecomplaints in the metropoli-

tan Press about the high price of fish. When
I have finished, members may realise what
they have not done before, why fish is so
costly in the metropolitan market. Possibly
our old friends, the middlemen, are largely
responsible tor the price, but there are
other factors which go to make up the
prices that are charged. Over the Midland
tine, the distance from Perth to Geraldton is
306 miles, To get the cheapest freight it
is necessary to comsign a mioimum of
two tons of fish. Such a quantity eau then
he railed over the Midland line for £56 a
ton. If rabbits are consigned, they are
catered for in specially insulated vans. The
minimom freight for the lowest charge is
four tous, and that works out at 50s. per
ton. Tt is no use sending fish to Perth un-
less it is packed in ice.

Hon. V. Hamersley: That is not ineluded
in the weight, is it?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I have verified my
fizures. For overy ton of fish, half & ton of
ice must be ued. The rate on ice is 30s. per
ton, but when used to preserve fish, every-
thing is charged at the rate for fish. This
weans that fish is consigned to Perth at the
rate of £7 10s. per ton, compared with rah-
bits at £2 10s, per ton. In the case of
vegetables, for a minimum of 10 ewt., the
rate is £3 7= 1d. per ton, and for fruit the
freight is the same. We are told that fish
is a neecssary article of diet. There ave
confinnal eomplaints abont the cost of it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Could not the fish
vome down hy boat?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: For smaller quan-
tities of fish, the charge for the first ewt. is
7s. 3d., and for subsequent ewts., Ts. per
ewt. I wish to show what the trade is worth
to the railway in gquestion. During 1934, 394
tons hrought £2,067 in freight: in 1933, 407
{ons hrought £2,098 in freight; in 1936, 414
tons brought £2,109 in freight, and for the
seven months of this year 323 tons have
bhrought in €1,640.

The Honorary Minister: Over the Midland
Railway?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes.

Hon. J. 1. Holmes; Tt all eomes from the
creat North-West.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: The major portion
of it does. If this fish were eanned, insteasd
of heing railed fresh, and were put into
cazes, it would eome to Perth for 50s, per
ton. TIf it were canned for overseas or East-
ern States consumption, it wounld come to
“erth at that price. Is there any rhyme or
reason ahout the situation?
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The Honorary Minister: There is private
enterprise for youn!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: On the 17th of this
month, one consignment of 148 dozen eray-
fish, being 22 ewt. 1 qr. 18 Ibs, was con-
signed to Perth, and the railage paid was
£7 17s. 9d. This works out at 1s. 5d. per
dozen for freight slone. Last year or the
vear before, L called for the Aect under which
the Midland Railway Co. operates. I found
it there laid down that the freight rates and
passenger fares must be approved by the
Minister for Railways, and for many years
that Minister was the member for Geraldton,
The Transport Board has been approached,
but without success. Two of the largest ice
and fish firms in Geraldton declared they
would rather take their fish by motor truck
to Perth. The board were approached, and
the figures submitted to them, but they wrote
back refusing the request. 'We do not want
to have to use road transport. The in-
dividual fisherman could not afford te send
his fish by motor truck to Perth; only the big
men could do that. The railway was built
to serve the people and the trade of the dis-
tricts through which it runs, and this is bow
it does so. I shall persist in bringing this
matter hefore Parliament. 1t is an injustice
to the people concerned. The Midland Rail-
way was built to open up and develop the
country hetween Geraldton and Perth, and
this is the way in which the ecompany is
allowed to exploit the people. A ton of wool
from Geraldton to Perth, via the Midland
Railway, a distance of 306 miles, costs 50s.
The same quantity of waol from Mingenew
to Perth, a distance of 227 miles, costs
82s. 8d. on the Midland line, and over the
Government line for a similar distance the
cost is 62s. 8d. A ton of sugar from Perth
to Geraldton on the Midlang line, a distance
of 306 imiles, costs 50s. From Perth to
Mingenew, 227 miles, the cost is 91s. 2d., and
on all Government lines for a similar dis-
tance the cost is Ads. 10d. Where is the
justice or equity abont that sort of thing?
The residents of these distriets are taxpayers
and they should be given the protection that
is their due. Thrre ewt. of groceries from
Perth to Geraldton on the Midland line costs
fs. 3d. Over that line from Perth to
Mingenew, 227 miles, the charge is 22s. 3d.,
and on all Government lines over the same
distance it is 13s. .And vet the Transport
Board refuse to act in the matter,

Hon. H. Tuckey: That is the port-to-port
rate?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, E. H. . HALL: No. The port to
port rate over the distance of 306 wmiles
would be 9s. 3d. According to the Act under
which the Midland Railway Co. operates, al
freight rates and passenger fares must be
approved by the Minister for Railways.

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Before the tea
adjournment I was quoting railway rates
charged on Government lines, and the alto-
gether inequitable rates levied on the
people who are developing the Midland
lands of Western Australia, The Midland
Railway concession was granted, I take it,
not only to conneet Geraldton with the
capital but alse for the all-important pur-
pose of enabling the lands along that rail-
way to be developed. I have asked fre-
guently, and it is necessary to be asking
continually, how on earth ean the Gov-
ernment continue to allow such an inequit-
able state of affairs—*‘inequitable’’ is the
right word. It passes my eomprehension,
especially when I eall to mind that the
member for Geraldion in another place has
been a leading member of (Governmenta
for many years past and to-day is Pre-
mier and Treasurer of the State. I con-
sider that if members for that part of the
State held indignation meetings all along
the line to compel the Government to deal
out even-handed justice to the Midland
people who have put up such a battle with-
out any assistance from the Agricultural
Bank, it would be only right. Moreover,
the Midland people are refused any redress
of their grievances by the Transport Board.
They are entitled to feel indignation at
such treatment. To be quite fair about
the comparative railway vates, I wish to
revert to that subjeect and say that the
highly inequitable feature between the rate
on fish and that on rabbits is this. The
rate on fish, with a minimum of 2 tons, is
£5 per ton, and the rate on rabbits, with
a minimum of 3 tons, is 50s. per ton. That
is the only further remark I have to make
on the subject of railway rates. The other
fizures T have quoted are official figures
given fo me by the department. T believe
it is known to most members that there
iz in Geraldton what is known as a distil-
ling plant, which condenses gea water into
fresh water for the use of loecomotives. T
have not the figures for the financial year
whieh closed recently, but the foliowing
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figures appeared in the Commissioner’s re-
port for the previous year. The distilling
plant condensed 8,547,465 gallons, at a eost
of 9s. 8d. per 1,000 gallons, the total eost
being £4,167, equal to £80 per week. The
condenser was erected many years ago,
additions being made to it a few years
back. I am wondering whether the Govern-
ment could not detail some officer for the
job of discovering whether there is not a
more economieal method of getting a loco-
motive water supply at Geraldton. I think
there must be. Like everything else nowa-
days, the railways are being run af a loss.
The profit formerly made by the depart-
ment has turned into a defleit. I am not a
practical railway man, but I read the news-
papers, and I have been wondering whether
the large amount of money which must be
paid away in overtime and travelling ex-
penses—the latter applying to the Com-
missioner, the heads of sub-departments,
and their staffs—would not startle most of
us if we could get to know the total. I
have been wondering whether we could get
to know. I shall try. I shall ask a ques-
tion. I have often asked questions, which
possibly might be thought impertinent,
about Ministerial travelling expenses. Per-
haps T shall ask some more questions on
the subjeet during this session. Probably
it would shock the House to learn how much
of the taxpayers’ money goes in travelling
expenses for heads of the Railway Depart-
ment. I believe the figure is amazing. I
happen to know something about travelling
expenses, having been a relieving post-
master for many years. Let me say that
I used to live on my travelling expenses,
and easily. It will be said that T was a
Federal officer and that perbaps my rate
was rather liberal. I do not know abont
that. T do not want to be hard on anvone
who has to travel in the discharge of his
daties. T travel now. T spent 24 hours in
the train yesterday together with a ecol-
league in the representation of the Ceniral
Provinee. Our friend Mr. Drew made the
same journey for many years. He does not
do it now, as he is able to live in the eitv.
I am putting in time on my parliamentary
job, by wav of travelling, while city mem-
hers are attending to their business. How-
ever, that is all right. Let me mention
that T do not get any travelling expenses.
We should know more about Ministerial
and other travelling expenses when we are
heing asked to do something for those of
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our people who are so badly off nowadays.
1 feel it my duty to say something about
the disgraeeful state—‘disgraceful’’ is the
oiily word—of the Perth Public Hospital
and the Claremont Mental Hospital. In
this respect the uestion has been asked,
**What power has the ordinary member of
Parliament?’’ It is a humiliating admis-
sion to make, but I say frankly, for myself,
that as a private member I have no power
whatever. As the President of the National
Federation in the United Kingdom said,
we are living under Cabinet dictation,
no  matter what (party may ' be in
power. The faet that wmoney has not
been raised for the proper accommodation
of our physically sick and our mentally siek
people is a disgrace to the Cabinet that is
responsible.  What are Ministers afraid
of? In another place a few days ago the
question was asked how much the hospital
tax realised. From a paltry 1144, in the
pound—econcerning whick I have heard a
great deal of criticism—the hospital tax
for the year ended 30th June, 1937, pro-
duced £234,599, If there is need for funds,
that need should be met. If the 1%4d. in
the pound were increased to 3d., the hos-
pital tax would produce half a million ster-
ling. That amount would enable us to do
something to assist many poor unfortunate
people in our midst. Now I wish to de-
scribe the way the State treats widows and
fatherless children. I wonder whether the
Triennial Labour Conference, which the
Premier spoke about recently, endorses this
kind of thing. Here is a letter dated the
8th November, 1934, addressed to me by the
Child Welfare Department—

I am in receipt of an applieation for assist-
ance from Mrs.——, of Bluff Point, viz
Geraldton, and note that she has several sums
of money dne fo her.

Aggistance from this department will he
granted at minimum rate when proof of care-
ful expenditure of the amount in hand is sub-
mitted to this department. She will he per
mitted to retain approximately £20 of the sum
stated above.

Investigations are being made regarding her
case, and you will be informed as soon as same
are complete.

Yours faithfully,
H. H. Brodribhb,
Secretary,
The money referred to was subseribed by the
people of Geraldton. This woman’s husband
was # sustenance worker, and he was killed
while riding on a truck either going to or
returning from his work.  The Geraldion
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people genercusly subscribed money fo tide
her over for a month or two until she could
get assistunce from the State. She spent the
money thus subscribed, and on the 14th
October, 193G, by which time she had got
down to €20, the department agreed to give
her an altowance.  Then they found out
something, and <he came to me and [ wrote
to the department. This is the reply 1 ve-
ceived, dated the 14th October, 1936:—

With reference to your recent vigit to this
office regarding the case of Mrs, , [ have
to inform you that the present position of this
fumily is as follows:—

per week.

£ s 4

Grandfuther, invalid penston 018 6
Mg r——-— curns 012 3
CW.D. allowinee 018 0
Total . £2 8 0

No rent to pay.

To maintain two adults and three children.,

The above assesshient is arrived at ns the
grandfather has a legal respo.silility under
the Child Welfare Act to contribute towards
the suppnrt of his grandchildren. Also, as he
is a pensiouer, he could arrange suspension of
rates on his property, hut even with the above
nssegsment provision is made in arriving at
our figure. 8hould hie vacale the housc and
let it at any time, T understand that the Pen-
sionz Department would regard this as income
and deduet eertain pertion of the pension he
is reeciving.

T regret I am unnhle to inerease the allow-
ance in this ease.

rvours faithiully,
. B, Meachyn,
HBoevretury.

The total income does not amount to 10s.
per head per week for the household. The
poor grandfather had reared a large family.
Is this what the Triennial Lahour Confer-
ence instruets the party in power to do?

The Honorary Minister: Did the National
Government act any differcntly?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T have a
Inttor dated the 2nd August, 1937, addressed
to 0 woman who had been cooking at Wynd-
ham for five vears, with the result that her
health gave way. She eame to Geraldton
and tnok a job there, but fell ill. T was re-
quested to go and see her, and did ro. This
is the letter addressed to her by the Child
Welfare Department:—

With refersnce to the nssistance you are re-
ceiving from this department, I shall be
pleased if you will inform me by return mail
whether your two elder children are making
any pavment into the home, or whether you
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anticipate any possibility of their doing so at
an early date.

When the Child Welfave inspector went to
Geruldton, the hoy was working in a garage,
His age was 13 vears, and he was receiving
£1 per week. Later a factorivs inspector
went to Geraldton. The law as laid down
must be carried out. This inspector dis-
covered that the buy was not receiving the
full wage to whieh he was entitled.  The
eventoal result was that as soon as the in-
spector went away the boy lost his jobh. At
the same time the mother’s nllowance was
curtailed. We hear a great deal about ehild
delinquency.  Let e make it plain that I
do not blame the departmental officers, whoem
1 have found most humane. However, they
have to work under an .Act. We are
not going the right way about bringing
up young prople by insisting on child-
ren eontribufing to the support of their
mothers, brothers and sisters, and not leav-
ing them the wherewithal to dress them-
selves and obtain the amusement and pleas-
ure they are entitled to. It is true that they
have a duty to perform and we should see
that they perform that duty, but we should
not insist upon their sacrificing everything.
I had a bharvowing casc bronght under my
notice of a meuntal defeefive who was charged
before a Geraldton magistrate with having
interfeved with a little girl. Strange to say,
he was bound over to be of good behavieur
for six months on his mother’s recognizance
of £10 and his own recognisunce—the recog-
nisance of a mental defective—of £10. He
is & big lump of a fellow 1§ vears of age
and gathers wood for his mother who earns
her living at the wash tub. Five months
clapsed and the same thing happened again.
ITe was brought before the eowrt and sen-
tenced to three months’ imprisonment, which
he served in Geraldton, Generally anyone
sentenced to more than three months’ im-
prisonment las to come down here. The bail
way csteeated. The woman had no money
to pay and the magistrate said he had no
option but to commit her to prison. She
came to my house and T saw the Minister
for Justiee. It is to the great credit of the
Minister that the matter was satisfaetorily
attended to.  The point T want to make is.
as I said to the Minister, that we should hany
our heads in shame at the absence of any
law in this State to enable us to get hold of
a boy like that and bring him down here to
see whether something can he dene with him.
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He is fully developed, physically and sexu-
ally, but not mentally. What are we doing
about it? Nothing. He is not the only one.
I have heen very pleased, however, to read
that the present Minister for Health and
those interested have deecided to do some-
thing in this matter. I congratulate
the Minister and T hope that no paltry
excuse of lack of finanee will stand in the
way of our doing our duty to these unfor-
tunate children. In conclusion, I feel I
should draw attention to a speech made by
Sir Talbot Hobbs at a churech eonference
last week. T think we might take notice of
the remarks of a man like Sir Talbot who,
on this occasion, was dealing with the state
of the chureh extension fund. The report
of the address was as follows:—

He (Sir Talbot) sympathised from his
heart with the elergy in country parishes who
had to cover long distances to reach people
who were practically destitute. Before men
and women could be expected to take an
interest in their chureh something shonld be
done to supply their material necessities.
Under present conditions, he counld not see
how the ¢levgy could look after the needs of
these peopie, spiritnal or other, and ‘‘we
people of the town shouid be nshamed of our-
selves to let things come to such a pass,’’
aaid Sir Talbot, Resolutions had been car-
ried to increase the Chureh extension fund,
but the appeal had@ met with very little sup-
port in the metropolitan area. As a trustee
of the Youth and Motherhood Appeal, Sir
Talbot continned, he had inquired into the
hest way to henefit the people for whom the
money was raised. He found often that the
pogition of women in country districts was
perfectly appalling—it was paralle] to stum
life in Londen vears ago. Ie intended to
Lring some of the worst cases under the
notice of the trustecs. Lives of infants were
being sacrificed because therc was no one to
lnok after the women.

Only a month or so ago the Honorary Min-
ister, Mr. Gray—and this is to his very
great eredit—eame to Geraldton and his visit
was vesponsible for the inauguration of a
health welfare elinic. He pointed out to the
meeting at (eraldton that Geraldton and
(ollie were the only two towns of any size
whieh had not formed infant health elinies.
Accordingly one was formed. But if what
Sir Talbot TIobhs pointed out is true, and
there is every reason to believe it is, there
iz need for us te do something for the ex-
pectant mother. I come now to the end of
the story. 1 have here an article from the
“Weost Anstralian’” on the 12th July headed
“Reduced Taxation” When we read in a
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paper such as the “West Australian” that
this is no time to talk about reducing taxa-
tion it strikes me that there must be some-
thing in it notwithstanding the faet that
2 huge amount of money is extracted from
the people of the Commonwealth and of this
State. Figures show that the amount of
State and Federn]l taxation levied in the
six years ended 30th June, 1935, wus
£339,000,000. I had the figures for the
State here, but I cannot loeate them just
now. Many people object to being so heavily
taxed but I happen to have two sisters in
Eingland and they write and tell me things
that do not appear in the paper concern-
ing the state of affairs in the Old Country.
According to them we do not know what
taxation is in this State. I daresay that
many in this Chamber wiil feel very dis-
appointed with me, but T feel that I must
say that if any measure is brought here to
Increase taxation that will mean providing
the bare necessities for those who are not
so fortunately placed as we are, I shall sup-
port it. T daresay too that I shall get my-
self disliked by those politically opposed to
me when I declare that I shall take every
means in my power of obtaining informa-
tion as to how the money raised from the

people in this State is expended. I support
the motion.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [7.54]: T
do not prepose to deal teo much with de-
tails, but there are some things which I
think should be said. T am not eoncerned,
like the previous speaker, about whether T
make enemies or not. I have a duty to per-
form and I am prepared to take the vonse-
quenees of perforining that duty, I was not
present to hear His Excellency’s Speech but
T have read and re-read it and I am bound
to say that we have been told a lot of things
we need not have been told at all; while, on
the other hand, we liave not been told a lot
of things we should have heard. When I
read the Speeeh there came to my memory
the remarks of a prominent eitizen of the
British Fmpire who said that “Politics is
the art of obtaining money from the rich
und votes from the poor on the pretext of
protecting one from the other,” I think we
have reached that stage of politics in this
eountry, beeause that is the game npw being
played. The Speech told us a lot of things
that we knew or which we eounld have found

out from departmental returns. We were
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told that the railway revenue increase last
vear over that of the previous year was
£41,000 and that the inereased expenditure
was £220,000, leaving a deficit of £176,000.
QOue explanation was that the department
carried fodder for starving stoek at a re-
duced rate owing te the drought conditions
in the North. T suggest, however, that but
for the drought the railways would not have
hael that trafiic at all.  Another explanation
of the loss was that there had been an in-
crease in the basie wage and cousequently
in the salaries of railway olfticers. When it
is vealised that £17,300,000 of borrowed
money is involved in the railways the seri-

ousness of the position will be under-
stood. The waste which has taken
place is evident when one remembers

the number of railways that have been
buile which should never have been
built, aml the money authorised for the pur-
pose of building lines which have not been
built, ivcluding a railway to ecarry wheat
grown in the Northern areas. That, we
wore told was a matter of urgeney. The
railway was aunthorised three or four years
ago, and the money was borrowed, but the
railway has not been built,

Ton, J. Cornell: Like the miners' settle-
et railway.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon, member
might be vesponsible for that. T remember
the hon. member voted for Mr. Drew's Mur-
chison railway on the understanding that
Mr. Drew would vote for his. That sort of
thing has heen going on for the last 20 years
to my knowledge, and has landed us where
we are with our railwany administralion The
Speech did not tell us the total of the State’s
indebtedness over the last five years. My
ficures go to the 30th June, 1936. Others
are not available. Any five years might be
{aken, however, and the same result would
be found—a growing indebtedness. For the
five years ended the 30th June, 1936, our in-
debtedness inereased from 479,000,000 to
£02,000,000, an increase of £13,000,000.
During the same period our revenue in-
ercased from £8,000,000 to £10,000,000 We
do not object to taxation, but we do object
to the manner in which the revenue is ex-
pended. No one will object to taxation for
legitimate purposes, but when the Govern-
ment  increased  their  revenue from
£8,000,000 five years ago to £10,000,000 in
1936 and we get the results complained of
by M. Hall, what is the use of imposing
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taxation, seeing that the money must be
squandered and not used as it should be?
Another important matter to be borne 1n
mind is that the excess of births over deaths
during the same periad totalled 20,000, but
the population of the country in the same’
period increased by ounly 16,000. Thus 4,000
people must have left a eountry that is hun-
gering for population. True, in 1935 a
sum of £80 was spent on migration, and in
1936 a similar amount, and this in a coun-
tey with all the possibilities that here await
development. I understand that the per
eapita basis is the only accurate way of esti-
mating the indebtedness that a country is
able to bear. Living under reasonable con-
ditions as most of us are, a capital indebt-
cdness of £100 is a £ajr calealation, but when
I looked up the records I found that the
State indehtedness is €200 per head, and that
our quots of the Federal indebtedness is
€125 per head.  Thus we have reached a2
per capita indebtedness of £325 instead of
£100 that sane finance would advoeate as a
reasonable figure. 1f we work that out at
the present rate of interest we find that
every child born in the State enters life with
a liability of 5s. a week around its neek, and
vet we wonder why there has been a deeline
in the birth rate,

Hon. T. Moore:
strike.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tt ix not the babies
that have gone on strike. This is the stage
we have veached. If we stopped at that T
wonld not mind so mueh, but every vear the
same provess continues of extracting more
money from the publie—taking it out of the
hands of people who would devote it to the
development of the country—and putting it
into the Treasury wherve it 15 utilised in a
manner not advantageons to the State.
In order to show that the finances should
he improving, lot me point ont that
the veduction of the interest hill, owing
te a vreadjustment of jnterest rates
in London and elsewhere amounts to
£500,000 per annum. That saving ought
to be reflected in the balance sheet of the
State, but apparently it is not. Where this
is all leading to, anyone who looks the posi-
tion fairly in the face must realise. He
must alse admit that there are any number
of items that ocught to appear to the debit
of revenue and are not shown. Ten years
ago we entered into a Finanecial Agreement
whereby the Federal authorities undertook
to pay our debts conditi~nddly upon our

The habies have gone on
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providing a certain amount of sinking fund
over a period of 58 years. The Finanecial
Agreement, however, also contained a wise
provision stipulating that money borrowed
for deficit purposes, for which there was no
asset, should bear sinking fund, not at the
rate of 7s. 6d. or 10s, per cent, but at the
rate of £4 per cent. per sannum. The un-
funded deficit since that date amounts to
about £5,500,000, and if we had lived up to
out obligation last vear only, to say nothing
about the other nine years during which we
have dodged this sinking fund payment, it
awould have cntailed a charge of £225,000
upon the vevenue of the State. Muaeh of
this money that we have spent out of rev-
enue and out of loan funds has heen used
for the benefit of friends of the party in
power. But now we arc advancing a fur-
ther stage. Not satisfied with what they have
had in the past, namely, preference to
unionists on Government works, the Gov-
ernment have thrown ovt a dragnet to draw
into the fold workers employed by private
enterprise. In effect, the Government say
to employers, “Tnless you agree to the terms
and conditions of this contraet, which means
that all vour employves must be unionists,
your tender will not be accepted.” I have
heard some suggestion about deleting that
clause from the tender form. While the
past was bad enough, the position with
which we arve now faced is not only das-
tardly but disgraceful. The scrious feature
ot it is that those who pay most of the taxa-
tion to which I have referred are those who
get the least out of the participation in the
plums. It seems to me that so serious is the
matter that private employers would be jus-
tified in toking dvastic action by saying to
the Government, “Well, you employ all the
unionists and we will employ all non-
unionists.” It is just as logieal for the
Government to say that none but a anionist
may work for the Government as for pri-
vate enterprise to say that it will employ
only non-unionists.

The Honorary Minister: Yon could nof
run vour business without unionists.

[The Deputy President took the Chair.]

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Could we not?
XNobody can tell me that all the best men
join the unions. I believe that a great per-
centage of men join because they are thus
able to get the better men to earry them.
The seeond-rate man ean get in on the same
floor as the first rate man: he geis the same

23

pay, but the employer does not get the same
return for it. From time to time we have
heard a good deal about the sustenance pay-
ments, and the extraction of 23s. from each
sustenance worker, even if he worked only
portion of the year, That has been denied
by Ministers and others, but it has been
proved to be correct. That was bad enough,
but I want members to understand that when
all this money was being cxpended in the
country, some of which bad been obtained
from the Federzl Covernment, road board
and other similar bodies were required to
supervise the expenditure. A surveyor would
go into n distriet and lay out a road and
say, “You have to construct a road on that
basis and pay these specified rates to the
men.” One would have thought {hat was
going far enough, but there has been a dis-
tinet attempt to make road board secretaries

the means for collecting union fees, Talk
about Russia and its methods! THere is an
extract from a circolar lefter sent to a

public body with which I came into contact
during my sojourn in the eountry—
Unionists are to be given preference, and
men who are not unioniste are to be given
an early opportunity of paying their dues out
of their earnings.
The result is that if they do not pay their
dues to the secretary of the road board or
someone else, they have to get out, for
unionists must be given preference. If any
other party imposed a similar set of con-
ditions that Government money would not
be paid to anybody but a non-unionist, the
roof would be lifted oft the Trades Hall by
the uproar that would be created. While
I have occupied a seat in this Fouse I

have always tried to look at both
sides of every question. On that mat-
ter T have asked myself what would
have happened had the same set of

conditions becen imposed in favour of non-
unionists, failing which the Government
wonld have refused to consider a tender. T
weleome the proposal to introduce uniform
taxation which [ consider is long cverdue.
1 also welcome the anncuncement to intro-
duce a Bill to amend the Munieipal Corpora-
tions Act, another measure long overdne,
The State Transport Co-ordination Aet is
having o far-veaching effect, and some pro-
vision must be made to overcome the dilli-
culties that have arisen. Let me give one
instance, Camarvon has no railway within
300 miles of the town, and, broadly speak-
ing, the people there grow perishable vro-
dorts—bananas and pineapples—while they
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do a wonderful business with beans, which
are grown there and sent south. When
the beans ripen, however, they have o be
picked, and when picked they must be sent
to market without delay. Unfortunately,
steamers call at Carnarvon only periodieadly,
once a fortnight or three weeks. A motor
lorry could take the products to Ajann, Lrow
which place there is a train a week, or per-
haps two. Of course the produets canuot be
taken to Geraldton, from which town they
could be got to ’erth in 24 hours; they ean-
not be sent because there would be a conflict
with the Ajana raifway. Surely the joke in
that respeet has been carried too far. I
come next to the all-absorbing topie, the in-
vasion of the Japanese fleet upon the pearl-
ing banks near Darwin. 8o far as I under-
stand, the Japanese is a very aggressive per-
son, and it will no be long before he will be
in Broome doing the same thing. I should
like to know from the Minister in his reply
cxactly what the State Government have
done in econnection with this matter. I
understand that the Federnl attitude is that
they can police the waters adjacent to the
Northern Territory, but cannot police the
waters adjacent to the State territory, unless
at the request or with the consent of the
State Government. I should like to know
what has been done in that direction.
Surely, if the Federal (invernment are pre-
pared to police their coastal waters, and
they seek permission to police our waters,
that permission should be given. I go so
far as to =ay that T shall be surprised if the
State Government have not already given
permission. There is another matter that
voneerns Broome particularly, and that is
the Bill we had before us last session, and
which failed to pass, having for its objeel
the ecompensation of disabled members of
pearling erews. That Bill went eut throngh
the pure cusscdness of another place. The
amendments included in that Bill by this
House broadened the weasure in every re-
speet, and made it a hetter Bill, while it
did not put an emharge on the Stafe In-
surance Offiee, or any insurance company.,
T have been troubled to find out exactly why
the Bill went out, bat [ am satisfied it was
not beeause of the amendments made in this
House. T think it was berause the Bill pro-
vided that the employee as well as the em-
plover had to contribute to the fund. Tt
was a new prineiple adopted that the em-
ployee as well as the employer should eon-
tribute to the compensation fund. That, we
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know, did nof swit Trades Hall. We can
see the same thing to-day in conneetion with
national insurance proposals; the under dog
is not going to pay anything, it will be the
top dog that will have to contribute. Not
oniy are the Japanese depleting our pearl-
ing beds, but they are coming down our
coust. I was told by the master of one of
the vessels trading along the North-West
coast that it is not an unusual thing to see
a big Japaunesc boat somewhere near Cos-
sack, engaged in fishing. So we have them
now, noet eonly invading our pearling beds
but taking our fish in large quantities and
conveying them to Japan, I have heard
great deal about the possibilitics of fishing
in the North, but I have never understood it
until Jately. I should say that from North-
ampton to Broome there is a thousand miles
of coastline, and anyone can go down to ihe
seashore and get as many fish as he wants in
no time. I do not claim to be a fisherman,
except that I try my hand at it sometimes,
but up there recently my son and I, in the
short space of three-quarters of an hou,
eaught no fewer than 24 fair-sized schnap-
per. We have a coastlite teeming with fish,
and we sit down and do nothing, but allow
the Japs to take it from us. On approach-
ing Carnarvon recently, we passed a mother
whaling ship, which, I believe, was the old
Ulysses, one of the higgest ships that eame
into Fremantle during the war. I am noi
quite certain, but I believe this was the
vessel that struck a rock there, At any rate,
it is the mother whaling ship, and she has
eight or ten chasers, and is claimed that
they are getfing at least 40 whales a day,
The vessels ean handle 30 whales a day, and
they deal witlh the whole eavcase. Such a
fine equipment for dealing with whales is a
credit to a!l parties concerned. A party
thot went out frowm Carnarvon hy invita-
tion saw 43 whales treated in one day, Tt
is claimed that u whale is worth £130, and
50 a decent day’s cateh of 40 at £100 each
would be worth £4,000.

Hon. . H. II. Hall: What is the nation-
ality of the company?

Hon. J. J. BOLMES: T helieve it is an
American eompany, although I did hear that
Sydney people had an intervest in it. The
company tish over a period of about 130
davs during the time the whales travel
north, beginning in April, and they are
raught roing up, and when they are return-
ing in September. Then away they go, the
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mother vessels with about £600,000 worth of
whale oil: that is a counservative esti-
mate, and it is a business that -we
ourseives should be engaged in. I am
asked, why is this? It will be re-
membered that we had s whaling station
at Point Cloates, built by private enterprise,
The first thing the Government did was to
impose a rovalty of £1 per whale. That
was number one attack, The next was that
the Govermnent wanted fo impose nll sorts
of Australian labour conditions regarding
wages, factory and health conditions,
ete. What happened? The company packed
up their traps and got away. That
i why private enterprise is not handling
the whaling business. They were driven
out of it by our autocratic legislation. Now,
the operations that should he earried out by
ourselves ave being conducted by a foreign
ecompany on the high seas. The industry
which has heen the backbone of the North,
and which has done so much for the develop-
ment of the State, is in a worse condilion
than it kas ever been in before. TUnlike my
friend, Mr. Hall, [ am not blaming the
Government for that. Mz, Hall blames the
Government for evervthing: T hlame the sen-
son for the enndition of the pastoral indus-
frv. It is indeed in a very bad way., It is
supported by private enterprise, and my
friend, Mr. Moore. will know that these whao
are engaged in it have stont hearts and are
prepared to go on with the job- T eounld it
I liked refer to the spoon-fed people in
the southern areas who. if they do not get
more Government assistanee, threaten to go
off theiv holdings. T have never once heard
a person in the North, although some have
been right up against it, say anything about
walking off his holding.

Hon. T. Moore: And conditions ave very
bad on the Murchison.

Hon, 1. J. HOLMES: That section be-
tween Northampton and the Wooramel
River for about 25 miles is as bad as any-
thing can possibly be, and that is along
the eoast: the further one goes inland, the
worse it is. T should like to say a word
about the wvast improvement in the eondi-
tions in the hospitals in the North, and
also the hetter treatment that is being
accorded to the natives. T will, however,
leave the latter subject for the moment,
beeause it ean be dealt with when the
debate is resumed on the disailowanee of
certain regulations affecting natives in the
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North. Mr. Elliott, earlier in the evenine,
referred to mining development at Marble
Bar. 1 saw the Comet Mine there, and I
understand it is unique in the history of
Western Australian mining. Ore is being
obtained from the top of a hill and is being
sent down by weans of a flving fox, to be
treated on the level ground. It has to be
carted, though, a distanee of about eight
miles to the nearest battery. A ecertain
amount of seercey is heing ohserved about
the mine, but 1 am quite satisfied that a
considerable quantity of gold is being ob-
tained. I think that a lot more gold nun
he gol-—T nm speaking a= a layman—£from
surrounding hills, because I was unable
to se¢ any difference hetween those hilis
and the hill from which the company con-
trolling the Comet Mine was obtaining its
ore. It appeared to me that there was gold
in all those hills, but unfortunately it is
the way of the north. Kverything is seat-
tered: there are minerals of every deserip-
tion in that area—iin, tantalite, copper.
silver, Jead, and in faet almost cvery known
mineral.

Hon. H. Tuckey: We do not want ta give
that to the Federal Government.

Hon. J. J. HOAMES: We do not, but I
propose to tell this House what T think we
should give to the Federal (Government,
and why we should give it. The distriet of
which I bave just heen speaking is the Pil-
bara area, a long way south of Broome.
T consider that we should give the Kimber-
levs over to the Federal Government, and T
will tell the House why. When T say the
Kimberlevs, I mean that part ineluding
Broome, Derby and Wyndham, outside the
sheep arveas. The Cominonwealth Govern-
ment eonld deal with the pearling areas,
and no matter what they may have done
in the past, thex have awakened to¢ the
fact that they must do =<omething with the
Northern Territory. T honestly  believe
now that it is proposed to do something
with the Territory, and what the Common-
wealth propose to do there can also be done
for the Kimberleys. While the Kimberlexs
remain the property of the State, they will
remain as thev are to-day. The Com-
monwealth Government ean exelude the
Northern Territory from all eustoms tnxa-
tion, and thev have reduced the ecost of
transit from the Territory to JMelhourne
and Sydney. They are extending the
pastoral leases, and the vrents for
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pastoral leases in the Northern Ter-
ritory are about a third or a fourth
of the amount of the rents charged by the
State for leases in the Kimberleys.
I ask the House: With an imaginary line
surveyed between the Kimberley area and
the Northern Territory, in view of all these
concessions that are to bhe made to the
Northern Territory, all the impositions
now imposed upon Kimberley and con-
coeding that thev are to continue to be im-
posed, what possibility is there of develop-
ing Kimberley in the face of such condi-
tions? The Federal Government are doing
all they possibly can. I am certain they
are out to promote development in the
Northern Territory. It is quite likely that
the Imperial Government have advised them
to get busy. The fact remains that the Fed-
cral Government are developing the North.
ern Territory. If we are to continue to con-
trol the Kimberley area, and we eannot pro-
mote its development because we have not
the money, and at the same time all the eon-
cesgions T have indicated are to be conceded
to the Northern Territory, the Kimberley
area will continue to stagnate. I will give
one instanee to illustrate what is going on.
The State Shipping Service, in an endeav-
our to compete with the shipping that serves
Darwin from the Eastern States, have pro-
vided an accelerated service. In addition,
they transport goods to Darwin, which is in
Federal territory, at £1 per ton less than is
charged to the people in the Kimberley dis-
triet, which is State territory. That is only
a beginning. The State is trying to grab
a bit of the Darwin trade, but the more con-
cessions the Federal Government make to
the Northern Territory, the more diffienlt
will become the development of the Stote
territory. To show how keen I should say
this well-organised State Shipping Service
is to obtain business, a firm in Darwin
ovdered a set of motor tyres to be shipped
from Fremantle to Darwin.  Subsequently
they found that the tyres were re-
quired at Wyndham, and they {iele-
graphed to their agent at Wyndham
to take delivery of the tyres there. When
the agent endeavoured to take delivery, he
found he eould not get the tyres until he
had paid the increased freight to Wyndham,
which is 36 hours less steaming than te Dar-
win. I have frankly made up my mind that
if we are to develop the Kimberley area in
conjunction with the Northern Territory, the
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Federal Government must do it and not the
State. I have briefly made a hurried sarvey
of the position as I view it. I am more than
ever satisfied that we have a wonderful heri-
tage. We can, given normal seasons, Zrow
anything and produce anything, but while
I claim that we have a wonderful heritawe,
I must add that, in my opinion, that heritage
is now being very badly governed.

HON. J. M. MACTARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [B.34] : I support the motion
moved by Mr. Fraser to express our loyalty
to His Majesty the King and to thank His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor for the
Speech he delivered to Parliament. While
expressing full loyalty to our Sovereign, I
feel a deep sense of gratitude to our abdi-
cated King, Edward VIIIL, for his loyalty
to the Empire by doing cverything in his
power 10 see that peace was maintained as
the result of his abdication. He was such
a world figure and popular prince that it
is easy to visualise the trouble that could
have ensued had he encouraged the feeling
that manifested itself when the possibility
of forced abdication first became known. In
regard to His Exeelleney’s Speech, there is
little to feel elated about and much to re-
gret. It is a brief tale of seven months’
administration of the various departments
and aetivities, and the winding up of the
yoear's finaneial position with a defieit of
£371,000, the Railway Department provid-
ing a goodly portion of it. In bis Speeeb,
His Exeellency foreshadowed an active year
of legislation regarding new Bills, and I
congratulate the Government on their inten-
tion to save time by introducing in this
Chamber some of the many contemplated
measures. Industrial Jegislation again takes
a prominent position in the proposals of the
Governmment, and some of those Bills may
he classed as hardy annuals. Mr. Fraser
felt it his duty to chide memhers for their
action last session, and in a fatherly way
promised reprisals if they did not give those
Billzs kinder consideration this session. .\s
one of those to whom his remarks applied,
I cannot promise him that I will do his
bidding by not casting a eonseientious vote
when those Bills reappear. Most of them
were against the public intevest, and I ean-
not visualise an improved or broader out-
leok heing embodied in the Bills to come.
If one analyses the objeetive in industrial
teasures introduced by the Government, one
can discern what an utter disregard there is
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in them for the public welfare, and how the
trend of their juggernaut action is against
the workers’ best interests, for it surely
means an autoeracy of labour with a check-
ing of all genuine progress and prosperity,
and the rising of a dictatorship ultimately
to sweep such a condition away., If we com-
pare the objectives of those Bills with the
demands of unions on the employers throungh
the Arbitration Court from time to time, it
will easily be discerned that what the Arbi-
tration Court has rvefnsed they are asking
Parliament to grant, and then they express
resentment hecause members stand by the
findings of the eourt! We must realise also
that the soaring public debt, with its in-
creased interest bill, must largely be borne
by the employer, and that adds to the bur-
den on industry. Those burdens are as much
the concern of the worker as of the em-
plover. Then, again, there is the heavy im-
post involved in having to pay 12 months’
wages for 11 months’ serviee, with other
irksome conditions such as the new clause
in the Tender Board’s forms, and the short-
ening of hours by regulation. All these
have the effect of destroying close co-opera-
tion and understanding hetween employer
and employce instead of cemeniing them,
We might get away with all this provided
we were not an exporting people, who have
to sell in outside markets at prices a good
deal lower in value than our own, so0 that
each inerease in cost of production must
refleet itself in the loss of turnmover, and,
finally, in loss of employment both for
master and man. This must be accentuated
by the various unions' elaims now before
the Arbitration Court, and that most die-
fatorial act of the Government in inserting
the objectionazble elause in the tender form,
thereby endeavouring to turn all tenderers
into compulsory recrumiting agents for fhe
unions. Should the electors for the Legis-
lative Council stop angd think for a moment,
Mr. Fraser and his colleagunes, the Minister
for Labour and Mr. Rodoreda, will have to
answer their masters as to why members of
this Chamber eannot accept the Govern-
ment’s industrial Bills lock, stock and barrel.
For my part, I desire to see the State grow
and prosper, its people happy, with a future
for all, enjoying freedom of action and
thought. Auy legislation designed to rob
the people of those objectives must have
my opposition, I am eonvinced that the real
avenue to progress is through inereasing
production efliciency, making available more
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goods for the people at less cost. This ean
he aceomplished by a better understanding
hetween employee and employer rather than
by the coereive and separative actions of the
Government of the day and the unions, whose
hehests Ministers must obey. 1 agree with
Mr. Baxter thai members of this Chamber
would be lacking in their duty if they did
not interpose this House between the Gov-
crnment and the people they are attempting
to oppress. Dealing with other subjects, I
feel that a few words regarding voad trans-
port would be appropriate. It is pleasant
to hear that the Transport Board are so
managing road transport as to give satis-
faction to farmers throughout the ecountry,
particnlarly in those parts diffienlt to serve
by any other means. It is a different story
when we review the position of the railways,
with a loss of £222,206 on the year’s opera-
tions, and this on an ineveased revenue of
£34£.163! Earnings ave given as £3,462,037.
Expenditure, however, rose from £2,488,117
to £2,620,093—an increase of £132,000. Had
the earnings dropped for the year, we counld
feel less concerned and blame the dry sea-
sons. But the reverse is the position, and to
some other eause has to be ascribed the seri-
ous loss, To my mind, the real position is
that our railway system is obsolete and re-
guires modernising, as other countries have
found it necessary to accomplish, Anyene
who bas mueh to do with the receiving and
despatching of goods must sigh for the re-
moval of restrictions on road transport,
where speedy earriage is sure, freed from
the exeessive red-tape regulations of the
Railway Department, who appear to make it
an obligation on their part to take the goods
and eonvey the impression that there is an
indifference as to when the client shall re-
ceive them. 1 feel sure that, with a thorough
overhaul and meodernising of conditions, the
railway revenue would improve, and road
transport eould be held in cheek. Aecording
to the laat published report, it will be six
mmonths before any section of the trolley-bus
service will operate. In the meantime the
convenichee and comfort of the people are
heing ighored, and another obstacle springs
up in the cluttering of the city foolpaths with
unsightly poles and the roads with overhead
gear. The Minister’s attitude in refusing
demands to permit motor buses anil chara-
bancs to cater for passengers in the mean-
time is puvely an act of stubborn injustice.
In support of this contention I would quote
Mr. H. H. Bell, the chairman of the Mel-
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honrne Tramway= Board, who when speak-
ing of trolley-huses said—

The trolley-bus is a noendescript vehiele, Tt
is neither a good tram nor a good bus. The
trolley-bms is as route-bound as a tram. 1t
hag to have sperial turning points and
garages: it needs overhead gear for four
wires, ingtead of two: it is more expeunsive to
huy; its ecconomie life is less than half that
of a tram; it carrics a heavy seat tax, and
will be very expensive to cvonvert and te run.

Tn addition to what Mr. Bell has to say, 1
might add that another objeetion is that
there iz a complete stoppage of the serviee
when current or other breakdown troubles
ovenr, whereas the loss of one bus on a road
is never felt. Coming to group conditions;
Mr. Wittenoom and his eolleagues painted a
very doloful picture of the settler in the Den-
mark area, citing a case where 11 cows gave
only four gallons of milk per day. I find it
hard to acvept the statement that the groupic
35 a capable man: why, 11 goats could do
hetter, and at less cost! As a contrast I
should like to quote the “West Australian”
of April 22nd last, TIi reads as follows:—

“You ask me concerning the holdings about
here,’’ says a group scttler friend in the
Busselton district, in a recent letter to My,
W. G, Pickering. “‘T am sorry to say that
naost of them are vacant, and most of tha
scttlers left have incomes other than the re-
turns from their hlocks,

T am on o backward bloek, with 50 acres
of pasture, but T chopped down 20 acres of
hish last vear, and am seeding down that, T
really think that if hutter-fat keeps uwp in
price, and pigs and cattle do the same, a good
man will make a do of it. [ have battled
along since 1930, when the block was carrving
only two cows, two voung heifers, and a
horge. Now T have 2+ head of cattle, a mare,
Menty of pigs, and tons of feed, so, really, T
cannot grumble. T have potatoes to come out
now, T have planted rape and oats, and have
a shed half-full of hay.

“‘Of course, T have a good wife and two
good children, which goes a long way in
helping a man along. We have been here
since we were married, and have never heen
away from the place for a holiday. In fact,
we don’t want to, for we scem to be happy
here. T have an old truek, and, when we feel
itke it, we wo for a run to Bussclion or the
beach,?*?

Well, batter fat has maintained its price;
in faet it has smproved in value, as have also
entrants and snltanas, in spite of the pessi-
mistic feeling that was abroad of what
would happen if the vecent Federal refer-
endum failed. There is, however, a serious
menace to the huiter fat farmers in the im-
portation of margzarine, the product of the
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cocoanut of the South Seas or of whales
from the Antavetie. Al other States have
either instituted legislation to cheek its eom-
petition or are deing so now. Our Minister
has ~een fit to proteet the margarine manu-
facturer by wvielding to a reguest to per-
mit 200 eases of edible margarine to come
in in eompetition, whereas his action should
have heen to protect the farmer here and
throw obstieles in the way of the mar-

oarine. tyueensland, T helieve, has en-
tively prohibited itz nse as a colnrurable
imitation of hutter, and so has Canada,

while South Afriea only permits i{s being
sold for enlinary purposes. 1 have here
a pamphlet issned in South Anstralia illus-
trating in a rather effective way how the
competition of margarvine bhecomes an added
burden. The “West Aunstralian™ of the 12th
July had this to say:—-

Not only ig wmargarine a vival te butter, but
in an un¢oloured form it is extremely diffieult,
if not impossible, to differentinte between the
two products. There is Lut little difference in
the fat and protein content of margarine and
butter, and from that point of view they are
foods of equivalent value, The vitamin con-
tent of hutter is high when it is made from the
milk of pasture-fed cows, bmt the vitamin
content of margarine made from vegetable
oils is almost negligible. 1t follows, therefore,
that margarine is a useful food for adult per-
sons, especially for wmusele workers, but, he-
cause of its vitamin deficiency, inferior to but.
ter, even for adults, and very definitely for
growing ehildren.

Tn Victoria, steps have already heen taken
to protect the public agninst the substitution
of margarine for butter. The nse of hutter in
the manufacture of margarine is prohibited
under the Dairy Produce and Health Acts,
The Health Act requires that margarine must
he of a saffron thade, so that it cun be readily
distinguished from butter, nnd it must ¢omply
with standards ns regords moisture content,
freedom from raneidity, ete., under the Pure
Fooids Regulations.  TFhe sale of uncolouren
margurine is prohibited in Victoria, except to
certain manmifacturevs, who are cowmpelied to
purchase it in lumps of not less than 141b. in
weight, In 1935.36 the ocutput of margarine
in Victoria wns 6,371,7881b,, valued at £150,-
849,

Notwithstanding these provisions, uncol:
onred margarine manufactured in New South
Whales, although it is illegal to sell it through
an agent or in shops in Vietoria, is finding
its way into eonsumption. Orders are booked
from individnal lhouscholders by doer-to-door
canvassers, and such orders are supplied direct
from Sydney. Victorian legislation is power-
less to restrain manufacturers of uncoloured
margarine in other States from selling the
product in Vietoria, on aeccount of the Com-
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monwenlth law
state trade.

It is stated that the New South Wales Gov-

ernment liag agreed to the suggestion of the
Victorian Department of Agriculture and will
take early atepx to deal with the matter. If
the other States fall into line, the marparine
menace, which has, for a long period of time,
Leon n bughear to dairyvmen thronghout Auns-
tralio, will he a thing of the past. Tt has
pbeen statel that margarine is substituted for
bLutter in Melbourne restaurants: hot that is
not the case. The great majority of restaur-
ant proprietors seorn to  descend to such
tacties, and serve Dntter of good quality to
their eustomers.
1 think T have said enough to illustrate that
in our State dairyving is a growing industry
requiring all the aseistanee it ean have. In
view of the required protection of group
settlers, I cannot understand how the Min-
ister was prevailed upon to take the action
he did, in allowing those 200 hoxes of mar-
garine to come into competition. T see that
fo-day the dealers arve above their quota and
now one cannot get the requirements from
them, but I am informed that they are quite
satisfied that they wili be able to get an ex-
tension and so fulfil the orders that eus-
tomers arve elamouring for. Margarine is a
distinet menaee to the butter induostry, and
T sayv the Leader of the House should take
it up with the Minister for Agrieulfure and
sce what can be done at the carliest date to
check the consumption of margarine. In
conclusion 1 rejoice with the farming com-
munity in the recent copious rains and trust
that the dry and anxious period will he left
Iwhind and that from now on until havvest
iime favourable conditions will prevail. Jt
will be seen that these recent rains have also
a strong bearing on the eity’s water supply
when it is realised that Mundaring Weir is
atill 9 feet away from the overflow. If it
had not been for the forethonght of the Gov-
ernment in puoshing forward the constrme-
tion of the Canning Dam the metropolitan
arca, must have experienced a very severe
shortage of water this summer. There are
one or two other matters with which I should
have liked to deal this evening, but I realise
that the Minister, rightly, I think, desires to
conclude the Address-in-veply debate, this
weck, 20 I will leave my remarks at that,
save to say I trust that the work of the ses-
sion will prove frmitful te us all.

On motion by Hon. V., Hamersley, de-
bate adjourned.

relating to restriction of inter-

House adjourned at 8.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at +.30,
pan,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—GAS, FREMANTLE
COMPANY'S POWERS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: Having
rezurd to the tfucts 1, that the Perth City
Conneil ean and do obtain extensions to
their territory for the sale of gas by means
of an Order in Couneil, and 2, that a num-
ber of residents in and around Swan-
hourne, who live heyond vange of the ser-
viee, desire to use mas, are the Government
prepared to make this power legally avail-
able to the Fremantle Gias Co.?

The PREMIER replied: An application
submitted on bebalf of the ¥Fremantle Gas
& Coke Co, Ltd, is now under considera-
tion.

QUESTION—RURAL RELIEF,
FEES PAID,

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the total amount received
by the Trustees under the Rural Relief Aet
on aceount of applieation and other fees
paid by applicants for debt adjustment
under the Act?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS replied:
The total amount received on account of
applieation and other fees paid by appli-
eants for debt adjustment under the Far-
mer’s Debt Adjustment and Rural Relief
Fund Acts is as shown in the annual report
tahled on Thursday, the 18th instant, viz.,
a total of £5,974 0s. 5d. for the period of 18
months, 1/1/36 to 30/6/37.



